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 00:00

Thank you.

 00:05

Hey everybody, good

 00:05

evening good

 00:06

evening good evening and if you're on the West Coast. Good afternoon. What a group to
follow up on. I mean, Father camp and I go way back, but you know I was a little nervous
after his speech, but I was like I you know I could figure it out, but after the round of alumni
I'm sorry, new scholars soon to be alumni in a brief four to five years. I got my work cut out
for me so I appreciate y'all. Thank you all for elevating the space think I want to thank
Georgetown, for what it's done for me and for y'all when I think Community Scholars
Program for how it really just shaped my entire Georgetown journey without me even
realizing it. I want to thank the cmba for being almost like that Auntie that, you know,
when I didn't know where else to go, I could always
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go there, didn't always know who I was see didn't know and don't know what I was going
to get into but I always knew it was almost like home.

 01:04

And I want to thank Father camp for calling in a little reality earlier today in this
conversation, and also calling a little imagination. You know, that's what I want to talk to
everyone about here tonight with my few minutes. You know I, I got a few goals I'm a goal
oriented individual just like y'all. I come from a background that nobody has time to hear
right now just like y'all. And I guess we would call that non traditional background. You
know I've always wanted to speak at Georgetown and this is a non traditional way to do
so. But y'all a bunch of non traditional people are for other words exceptional. So, I mean,
for an exceptional group I got to give an exceptional presentation so I'm gonna light this
thing up and we're bringing a little bit more energy into the room,

 01:55

because I mean y'all heard closing remarks and y'all thought it was bedtime. Not Not right
now, and a bedtime, yeah like boy I'm at I'm 18 years old you know bedtime and 7pm I'm
old.

 02:05

I'm washed, so maybe it is my bedtime, maybe I'm projecting a little bit, but let me just run
through my goals today, right here in my like brief five to seven minutes or whatever time
it is. I got anxiety to y'all so you know I'm looking at the clock like Oh girl, you better
tighten up. Tighten that plane. But now now but first and foremost, the most important
thing here I want you to hold on to, because I'm gonna talk a lot. I get told, I talk a lot. I'm
gonna talk a lot and I'm gonna mostly focus on something called a radical imagination.
And we'll make sure I focus on the word imagination first and first and foremost because I
already know you're radical. So y'all don't even need me to focus on these agitators I'm
gonna focus on the now. And other than that, I just want to acknowledge the grace that
y'all have presented today, and I haven't been around for the whole program virtually. But
look, when I was in that program I was a while for. So, for y'all to even show up for these
five weeks, I mean the grace in the, I don't even know who you were, but I can already see
the transformation of who you become. Y'all ready boys so look, you 10 times better than
them fools you about to be in class but I'm trying to tell you. Don't let the serious sucker
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fool you don't let the, you know that the Deerfield, high school education for you folks.
Y'all got y'all got the juice. I want to also try my best to reflect on my time and CSP and
the lessons I try to leave with y'all, because I do got some lessons that they good y'all tell
me later, when I see you in person, but I got lessons nonetheless. Um, and at the end of it I
hope I hope you know my greatest hope for y'all beyond my understanding my
understanding of the word radical imagination. I hope you understand that I'm intending
nothing but well wishes and blessings for all of you, I might say things from my
perspective, from my lived experience that doesn't center you and where you are out right
now and I know all you need right now is someone to hold you down. I'm not gonna make
that promise to you to hold you down all by myself, but I will make that promise that I will
live as a Hoya. As a friend and as a cousin that you can reach out to, if you need help in
that order. So, with all the seriousness out of the way let's tap into this little bit of
imagination I think I got left I'm 28 like I said I'm washed so let me get started let me tell
you about your radical imagination real quick before I do that. Hold up. I definitely got to
set the stage look when I'm talking about a radical imagination I'm talking about having
a Georgetown experience that I never got to have so I'm gonna have it right now with
y'all. I always wanted to do the Georgetown TEDx thing. And, yeah, we just gonna, we're
gonna make it happen. So, so I'm gonna just go ahead and give myself a little TEDx and
give you a little TEDx experience if that's okay I'm gonna make it quick, if it's corny it's
corny that's who I am, so get over. But you listening to me right now look you can turn off
TV whenever you want. So I'm gonna go and go off. So I'll take a deep breath, I knew I
needed it. I want to talk about embracing the imagination. Like I said y'all are a non
traditional crew. Having a non traditional experience. You're having you're having an
exceptional year, which by definition makes sure exceptional people. I don't want you ever
to lose sight of that. You may at times doubt your exceptional Ness, you may at times see
people shine in ways that you didn't know people could shine. You may wonder if that's
your shine that you're missing out on. And that's okay. Your process that you'll figure that
stuff out on your own terms. But what I want to talk about right now is what the hell is an
imagination. Your imagination is your mess. This is your boy right here. The one in the, you
can't see me but take a screenshot of this, if you want, and I will tell you who I am. I'm the
one who looks way too angry to be out there in the sunshine on the Georgetown campus
and a beautiful summer day during Community Scholars. You can see me mugging, I'm
bald headed, and I'm sitting there in the middle, in the backseat row of May, I'm too mad.
Why am I mad. Why am I mad, like I said, we ain't got time for those stories. But that's
also the face of somebody who was determined to try to change the world at 18, who got
into the School of Foreign Service, and felt like this is it, I'm done, I got it. I'm about to run
up on his house and let him know what it is I mean that, not in a way of sexual, all that
business by the way, it's just, it's a turn of phrase for my culture,
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when I talk about my imagination I'm talking about that thing. I'm talking about that
voice you carry I'm talking about that palm that power. I'm talking about what you got in
your head and the voice that you speak when I say what that thing when

 06:54

I say that word, I didn't mean it, the way you think, but I meant to the way I'm talking right
now for some of y'all right now you call it, you call that code switch right. All right, there
gonna be some code switching in your days at Georgetown so hold that lesson as a
sidebar. But anyway, back to the main thing. I wasn't, I wasn't really tapping into my
imagination back then, as much as I was just tapping into what thought I was supposed to
be at Georgetown. It was many years before I realized that that person was just the cat
that was just going to get a 2.5 GPA, almost loses scholarship, almost loses other
scholarship and almost have to go back home to Virginia right down the street in his
bumpkin town 5000 people. That was almost me. That might be where y'all at right now,
your version of that that that place that makes you feel like I'm so far away from the
happiest day of my life

 07:51

is so close to the people who, who could be my joy. So my first thing I want to tell you
about getting out of that place

 08:00

is really to turn towards it. Embrace that mess baby. That pain that thing, that thing that
was that I was caught holding in that grimace. It was me trying to squint and not quite see
the full picture of what drives me, your mess, the things that you don't want to deal with is
the source of your imagination. I mean, I mean that deeply. This is a picture of my
workstation. I'm very proud of this workstation why because it's covered in work. Look at
all that work, work, work, were piled up and work in a, don't look. It looks like an anxiety
mess, but it's doing its job, it's the workstation carrying my work, it's carrying my mess is
carrying in parts of my imagination. It doesn't have to work for anybody else but me. As
you move forward in your Georgetown journey I hope you've learned to embrace your
messes, as part of your imagination as part of your creativity, your mess will help you find
out what the deep thoughts you have the late at night mean it'll help you get in touch
with your passions. It'll help you find your curiosity. Next thing I want to point you to my
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mess is also a source of my vulnerability. These are my these are my journals. This is, by
the way this isn't a photo. These weren't but I just go back, this is not a photo from
Georgetown. This is a photo from a 28 year old man who has made six figures who have
lived in multiple homes, traveled around the world and all the things that you think you
want to do, and that you think are important money didn't matter I just throw that in there
as a flexi right, but I'm trying to tell you that this is the best adult man, not an 18 year old
person. So I'm trying to tell you what I'm trying to tell you that this mess. Is your power,
bro. So the second part of this, I'm trying to tell you is out in basement bracing your
vulnerability. Semi I grew up journaling, some of y'all speakers mentioned how GSR CSP
helped you find your love for reading, again, help you find your love for writing again, how
would you find your love for discussion, help you find your love for I mean spitting rhymes,
some of y'all was on here spitting verses earlier and I was just like Look man, I can't, I hope
there's two more, three more people out there that because I can't follow an act that's just
gonna be too much for me on Friday after work, so I'm just that brother earlier who spent
his fire, I'm glad I follow you. But what I'm trying to talk about here is you got to embrace
your vulnerability embrace what feels Corneille because what you feel is going to be
corny in this, in this moment of quarantine or when you are finally on campus you're
gonna run into a lot of things on campus that are gonna feel corny. Just gonna feel like
that's not for you, that somebody else's bag that was never for you. Or maybe you were
into that when you were a child. The only way you're going to be able to find and
embrace this radical imagination is then basically is to embrace what is corny, what's
going to make you feel vulnerable

 11:07

because then your vulnerability you'll find your courage. It sounds corny as hell but I mean
that. And finally, I want you to prepare for your passions. And what does that mean, I
mean, look, this photo here. I'm very proud of this. Because, all right. Yes. What about this
photo here. I'm very proud of this because I was organizing this

 11:33

while I was listening to y'all speak, and it took me back to my days at Georgetown when I
had never felt like I quite had enough. I never quite had the paper write the conclusion
was never quite what it was supposed to be the slideshow, I could if I had one more slide I
could do it just just one more right, right. You're going to have those times when you're,
when you find a course or you find an organization on campus, or organization online,
that really taps into that vulnerability it really taps into your mess and how to solve the
problems of your mess. When you find that stuff, you're going to be, you're going to want
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to be prepared to jump right in.

 12:08

And all that means just moving a few items around to make a little bit of your mess, bitten
to your hand a little bit better. Listen, three things I want you to hold on to, like I said
earlier, embrace your mess.

 12:27

Embrace vulnerability. And truly, truly, truly embrace the art of preparation. If all three of
these things feel scary to you or feel unknown to you. My final and my golden rule for y'all
is embrace the people on this call right now, including myself. We don't give you lessons to
carry by yourself. We offer you our stories and our gifts and our wisdom, so that we can be
the foundation for you to chase what's next for you. So you can be MVPs. I love y'all, this
moment has been a blessing to me that far exceeds the blessing I have offered you, and I
can't wait. I cannot wait to see y'all on campus someday. I can't wait to hit you up with the
Hoya Saxa baby it's gonna be lit. So with that I want to say thank you to everyone at
Georgetown, everyone is part of CSP. I want to let you all know that I mean when I say
when I say I'm a I will be a resource and a brother to you whenever you need me, and I
hope that I've offered a little bit of wisdom on how to survive Georgetown and ultimately
how to tap into your radical imagination and find success that's already carried within
you. It really blow this place out of the water. I love y'all. Tonight, I don't know. I never get, I
never given a closing speech before so thank you all for the opportunity. And zoom means
stop sharing my screen.

 14:10

And thank you.

 14:13

Yeah. All right.

 14:20

Oh, Sorry I start coding.
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